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a whole age as it were from the dead. These travels
have been ransacked by hiStorians and geographers,
but no etimate of his work is even faintly satisfatory
which does not bear in mind that it is firét and fore-
most 2 human diary, in which the tale of fatts is sub-
ordinated to the intere§ts and preoccupations of the
diari&t and his audience. It is impossible not to feel
a liking for the charalter it reveals to us, generous
to excess, humane in an age when life was its_at
cheapet, bold (did ever medieval traveller fear the
sea less ?), fond of pleasure and uxorious to a degree,
but controlled withal by a deep vein of piety and
devotion, a man with all the makings of a sinner, and
something of a saint.

Of the external events of Ibn Battita’s life we know
little beyond what he himself tells us. The editor
of the travels, Ibn Juzayy, notes that he was born
at Tangier on 24th February, 1304, and from a brief
reference in a later book of biographies we know
that after his return to Morocco he was appointed
qadi or judge in one of the Moroccan towns, and died
there in 1368 or 1369. His own name was Muham-
mad son of Abdalldh, Ibn Batttita being the family
name, still to be found in Morocco. His family had
apparently been settled in Tangier for some genera-
tions and belonged to the Berber tribe of the Luwita,
which first appears in hiStory as a nomadic tribe in
Cyrenaica and on the borders of Egypt. For the rest
he divulges incidentally in a passage relating to his
appointment as gidi in Delhi, that he came of a house
which had produced a succession of qadis, and later
on he mentions a cousin who was qidi of Rondah
in Spain. He belonged, in consequence, to the re-
ligious upper-class, if the term may be used, of the
Muhammadan community, and mus$t have received
the usual literary and scholaftic education of the
theologians. On one occasion he quotes a poem of
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On his arrival in Egypt, with his mind &ill wholly
set on Mecca, he received the fir§t premonitions of
his future from two of the i/fuminati, or saints who had
attained a high rank in the hierarchy of the Muslim
orders. From this point we sce his vague desires
gradually crytallize into a definite ambition, though
he &ill hesitates from time to time, especially when
his contalts with persons of saintly life awaken all his
in&tin&s of devotion. Foiled in his fir® intention
of taking the diret route to Mecca through Upper
Egypt (the usual route of the pilgrim caravans from
the Wegt), he determined to join instead the pilgrim
caravan from Damascus, and on his way thither tasted
for the fir&t time the joys of travel for its own sake.
As time was not pressing, he wandered at leisure
through the whole of Syria as far as the borders of
Asia Minor, before returning to Damascus to join the
caravan as it set out for the Holy Cities.

Hardly was this firét Pilgrimage over than he set
out again to visit ‘Irdq, but turned back sharply before
reaching Baghddd, and made a long detour through
Khuzistén. By now, he tells us, he had taken the
resolve never to cover the same ground twice, as far
as possible. His mind was $till set on the Pilgrimage,
however, and he planned his journey to cover the
interval before returning to Mecca at the end of the
year. ‘This time he renounced further travelling for
a space of three years and gave himself wp to Sudy
and devotion at Mecca. For the theologian the Pil-
grimage meant not only the performance of one of
the principal obligations of the Faith, but an oppor-
tunity of putting himself in touch with the aQivities
of the religious centre of Islam. Mecca was the ideal
centre of religious ¢tudy, in the company of many of
the moét eminent do&ors of the day. All this, no
doubt, was in Ibn BattGta’s mind. But we may, I
think, discern a further purpose. He had already
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country to carry out thi.s obligation. The pilgrim on
his journey travelled in a caravan whose numbers
swelled at every §tage. He found all arrangements
made for his marches and his halts, and if the road
lay through dangerous country, his caravan was pro-
teted by an escort of soldiers. In all large centres
as well as many intermediate stations were rest houses
and hospices where he was hospitably welcomed and
entertained out of endowments created by generations
of benefaGors. When such was the lot of every
pilgrim, the theologian received &till greater considera-~
tion. His brethren in every town received him as
one of themselves, furnished his wants, and recom-
mended him to those at the next $tation. Under
these circumétances the brotherhood of Islim, which
knows no difference of race or birth, showed at its
bet, and provided an incentive to travel unknown in
any other age or community.

Nor was the Pilgrimage the only institution which
smoothed the traveller’s path. Throughout the Middle
Ages the trade routes of Africa and Asia and the
sea-borne trade of the Indian Ocean were almoét
exclusively in the hands of the Muslim merchants.
The travels of Ibn Battiita are but one of many sources
which reveal how widespread were their ativities.
Though their caravans were exposed to greater dangers
in times of lawlessness and disorganization than were
the pilgrim caravans, they offered at least a measure
of security to the casual traveller. It is evident from
our narratives that in the great majority of cases they
were animated by the same spirit of kindliness and
generosity that has always marked the mutual relations
of Muslims, and readily shared their resources with
their fellow-travellers in case of need. Later on
Ibn Battita had more than once occasion to appre-
ciate their services, but at the outset he had no thought
of what the future held for him. ¢
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his own composition, but the other verses quoted here
and there obviously bear a2 more popular charaéter
than the claborate produlions of the beft Arabic
poctic schools. His professional intere® in men and
matters religious may be seen on nearly every page of
his work. ll:t is evident from the lift of qidis and other
theolopians whom he saw in every town on his travels
(sometimes to the exclusion of 3! other details), but
above all from his cagerness to visit famous shaykhs and
saints wherever he went, and the cnthusiasm with
which he relates inflances of their miraculous gifts.
But to rate him, as some European scholars have
done, for his * ripmaroles about Muhammadan saints
and spiritualifts * and for his * Qupidity " in paying
more attention to theologians than to details of the
places he visited, is singularly out of place. Such
religious details were matters in which he and his
audience were moft closely interefted, and are by no
means devoid of intereft and value even to us. Out
of them, morcover, spring some of the mo#t lively
assages of his narrative, such as his escape at Koel
E’thc modern Aligarh), and his account of the Sharif
Abu Ghurra. But it is of far greater importance to
remember that it was because he was a theologian
and because of his intereft in theologians that he
undertook his travels at all and survived to complete
them. When as a young man of twenty-one he set
out from his native town with a light heart, and not
much heavier purse, it was with no other aim than
that of making the pilgrimage to Mecca and the holy
places of his faith. The duty laid upon every Muslim
of visiting Mecca at leadt once in his lifetime, so lon
as it lies within his power to do so, has been in all
ages a §timulus to travel, far preater in degree than
the &imulus of Chriftian pilgrimage in the Middle
Ages. At the same time, it created the organization
necessary to enable Muslims of every class from cvery
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known references to him in the writings of contempo-
raries, and both are concerned chiefly with the credi-
bility of his tories, which was hotly disputed. What
they thought of him personally we are not told, but
are able to infer occasionally from his own candid
Statements. Twice we find him, after receiving
a cordial welcome, becoming an objeét of dislike or
suspicion, at Delhi and again in the Maldive Islands.
In the fir§t case the cause was his extravagance, in the
second it was fear of his growing influence and resent-
ment at his haughty independence. There can be
no question that he expeted of princes and ministers
a lavish exercise of the virtue of generosity, which was
indeed in his eyes—as in those of his age and com-
munity generally—their principal claim to respeét.
It may be taken as a general rule that when Ibn Batttta
says of this or the other prince that he is “a good
sultan ” or “ one of the be&t of rulers,” he means only
that he is scrupulous in the performance of his religious
duties and openhanded in his dealings, especially with
theologians. We can well understand that this
attitude was apt to pall on his patrons and lead at
Ie_ngth to unpleasant incidents, or at least mutual
dislike. Apart from these rare cases, however, he
appiars to have been liked and respeted wherever he
went.

In attempting to eStimate the value of Ibn Battiita's
work, some description mugt be given of the book
itself. Ibn Battiita may have taken notes of the
places that he visited, buf the evidence is rather against
it.  Only once does he refer to notes, when he says
g:zt ?t Bglkharé he copied a number of epitaphs from
i Orr}11 s of fam9us s:cholars, .but afterwards lost
o rl? \c?lv en the Indian pirates stripped him of all that

ad. These epitaphs were of special interest to

men of letters and theologians because they con-

tained lits of the writings of the deceased. Ibn
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nite plans for the future, and was aiming only at com-
leting yet another Pilgrimage, his seventh, to Mecca.
that eventually led him to return to his native land
is not clear. His own narrative places more weight
on the rapid access of étrength and Prosperity which
Morocco enjoyed under Sultan Abu'l-Hasan and his
son Abi ‘Indn, than on those ties of family and
kindred which appear to us so much more natural
a reason. Possibly allowances should be made for
the part of exaggeration and flattery, but the brevity
of his &ay in Tangier, and the unemotional, almoét
brusque, manner in which he mentions it, scarcely
witness to an overmastering homesickness, which, in
any case, was hardly to be expetted in a society so
cosmopolitan as that of medieval Islam.

The journey from Alexandria to the Barbary coast
was not without its alarms. Twice Ibn Battita
narrowly escaped capture by Chrigtian corsairs, and
in addition his party was threatened by a robber band
almoft within sight of Fez. Even yet his ambition
was not appeased. There were §tll two Muslim
countries which he had not visited—Andalusia and the
Negrolands on the Niger. Once again he took up
the staff of travel, not to lay it down again until some
three years later he could claim with justice the title
of * The Traveller of Islam.” He was in fat the only
medieval traveller who is known to have visited the
lands of every Muhammadan ruler of his time, quite
apart from such infidel countries as Con$tantinople,
Ceylon, and China, which were embraced in his
journeys. ‘The mere extent of his wanderings is
eftimated by Yule at not less than 75,000 miles,
without allowing for deviations, a figure which is not
likely to have been surpassed before the age of steam.

Unfortunately no account of Ibn Battita has come
down to us (so far as is known) from anyone who saw
him on his journeys. There appear to be only two
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eating his reforming zeal made of him an objef’c of
suspicion and dislike, and he found it expedient to
leave the islands. The devotee in him again asserted
itself, and his fir§t obje&t was to make a pilgrimage to
the “ Foot of Adam * on the highest peak of Ceylon.
This done he returned to the Coromandel and Malabar
coaéts, paid another brief visit to the Maldive Islands
and prepared in earne&t for his journey to China.
Some months had &ill to elapse before the sailing
season, however, and he chose to spend them in a
voyage to Bengal, for no other reason, apparently,
than to visit a famous shaykh living in Assam. He
then intercepted the  Chinese ” vessels—really vessels
owned by Muhammadan merchants, with Chinese and
Malay crews—at Sumatra and went by a route that
has taxed the ingenuity of his commentators to the
* Shanghai ” of China in the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries, the port of Ts'wan-chow-fu, or Zaytun, as
it was known to the foreign merchants. For this
journey Ibn Battdta reassumed his role of ambassador,
though it may strike us as curious that no one seemed
to entertain any suspicions of an ambassador who
travelled without embassy or credentials. It was,
however, his only device for making his way through
China, though his theological reputation &tood him in
good stead amongét his fellow-Muslims in the trading
ports. In every city on his progress to and from
Peking he was received with full honours, but at
Peking itself he was disappointed of seeing the Em-
peror, owing to his absence from the capital.

Returning to Zaytiin, he took ship again for Sumatra,
and thence for Malabar, but decided not to expose
himself a second time to the treacherous splendours
of Delhl, and made wetwards inftead. He was in
Syria at the outbreak of the fir§t “ Black Death ” in
1348, and in a few terse sentences reveals its frightful
ravages. At this time he seems to have had no defi-
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tions which he afterwards wove into onc of the moét

" remarkable descriptions we possess of any medieval
Muslim court. Little did Sultan or courtiers think
that six centuries afterwards their reputations would
depend on the notes and reminiscences of the obscure
and spendthrift q4di from the Weét. At ladt the
inevitable rupture occurred, whose consequences were
usually swift and fatal to the vi&im of the royal dis-
pleasure. Ibn Batttta took refuge in his ladt resort,
the adoption of the ascetic life, resigning all his offices
and giving away all his possessions. It was a genuine
a& of world-renuncaition, such as always lay near to
the heart of the medieval theologian, and seems to have
convinced Sultan Muhammad of the traveller's real
integrity and devotion. At all events, when he re-
quired shortly afterwards a truftworthy person to send
as his envoy to China, it was Ibn Battita whom he
summoned. Ibn Battits, for his part, it would seem,
was reluftant to doff his hermit's garments and
“become entangled in the world again.” But the
bribe was too great, and in 1342 he set off in semi-
regal §tate at the head of the mission to the most
powerful ruler in the world of his time, the Mongol
Emperor of China.

Scarcely had he left the walls of Delhi when his
adventures began. For eight days he was a hunted
fugitive, and though he escaped to rejoin his embassy
in its progress through India, it was only to be left
with nothing but the clothes he $tood up in and his
prayer-mat on the shore at Calicut. To go on with
his' mission in the circumétances was impossible;
to return to Dehli was to incur the wrath of Sultan
Muhammad. He chose inftead to indulge his love
of adventure with the independent rulers of the Malabar
coat, and eventually found himself at the Maldive
Islands, once again a q4di and a personage of im-
portance. Here too after eighteen months of Iotos-
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Selections from the Travels of
Ibn Battuta

INTRODUCTION
§ I. IBN BATTUTA AND HIS WORK

To the world of today the men of medieval Chriéten-
dom already seem remote and unfamiliar, Their
names and deeds are recorded in our hitory-books,
their monuments $ill adorn our cities, but our kin-
ship with them is a thing unreal, which cots an effort
of the imagination. How much more mut this
apply to the great Islamic civilization, that &tood over
again§t medieval Europe, menacing its exiftence and
yet linked to it by a hundred ties that even war and fear
could not sever. Its monuments too abide, for those
who may have the fortune to visit them, but its men
and manners are to mot of us utterly unknown, or
dimly conceived in the romantic image of the Arabian
Nights. Even for the specialiét it is difficult to re-
conftru€t their lives and see them as they were.
Hiories and biographies there are in quantity, but
the hiftorians, for all their piGuresque details, seldom
show the ability to select the essential and to give
their figures that touch of the intimate which makes
them live again for the reader. It is in this faculty
that Ibn Battiita excels.  Of the multitudes that crowd
upon the §tage in the pageant of medieval Islam there
is no figure more in&tin& with life than his. In his
book he not only lays before us a faithful portrait of
himself, with all his virtues and his failings, but evokes
B
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