


















































































t:he all- 8J)'iO wetecome, he sais, 
gel brings brace f 
tidings of forgeifene esthe aUethitr)'spase, 
forgive- for sothe als 1 the sa),nef 
ness lind wele the gretis now oure hevens 

h),nge, 
lind grauntes the nowe his dere bl),s­
s),nge, 
lind b)'ddes the tome aga)'ne. 
j9'Che Itn),ghte Itnelide thane appone his 
Itnee, 
1hesu Criste thane thanltede hee, 
f)e wepide so was he fa)'n e: 
Botw),ste heneverwhedirwarde to gonne, 
for had he nowre no wonn)'nge wone, 
Bot a)'e to wallte in pa)'ne. 

B€V€)'i€ lIynges \andes hase he 
gone thurgh, 
Untitle he come tiUe a riche burgh, 

'Chare als a castelle inne stode; 
'Chenne herde he telle ther wonned a 
qwene, 
'Chat was a tad)' fa)'re and schene, 
Hnd grete worde of hir ),ode, 
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11 f)1ft: e"erytlte a daye scho gylfes at 
hir),ate, 
"Co povre mene that gotde witte taite, 

futte man), fand scho there; 
11ltone hade a florence, noghte to ta)'ne; 
Sir V'sambrace was never so fa),ne, 
ft)'m hungrede never so saret 
Of povre mene that m),ghte ute goo, 
"Cha)' tulte inne welte a sext)' or moo, 
Of thame that selteste were; 
Hnd in tha)' tulte s),rV'sambrace, 
Ht m),schefe tha), sawe wde that he was, 
Hnd of h),m thame rewede sare. 

Df)€ riche qwene in hautle was sett, 
n: Kn),ghttes hir serves to han des 

and fete, 
mere dede in robis of patte; 
1n the floure a dothe was ta),de, 
P"Chis povre patmere, the stewarde 
sa),de, 
Satte s)'tt abowene )'ow atte. 
pJVIete and dr),nlte was forthe broghte, 
Sirysambrace sett and ete noghte, . 
:Bot tulted abowte in the hautte. 
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fje tells So mdtiUe he sawe of gamene and gtee, 
his tate, &. Hnd thoghte what he was wonnt to be, 
is bidden Hnd ter)'s tete he faUe. 
to sta)' 

flO lange he satt and ete noghte. 
'Chat the tad)' grete wondir thoghte, 
Hnd tiUe a Itn),ghte gane sa),e, . 

13r),ng a cha),ere and a qw),schene, 
Hnd sett ),one povre patmere therin, 
'Chat he to me tdte ma)'e 
{{(hat t)'dans that he hase herde and sene 
In ha)'th),nenes, whare he hase bene 
1n man)' a wilfulte wa)'e. 
PH riche cha),ere than was ther fett, 
'Chis povre palm ere therin was sett, 
fje totde hir of his ta)'e. 

_J~O so nobill), he hase hir tolde. 
'Chat scho m),ghte ha)'ne bym 
what scho wolde, 

'Co whits that he there sett; 
p~ ow, palm ere, scho said,l salle the 
g)'ffe 
evermare whits 1 rna)' t),fe, 
'Chou saUe hafe clothe and mete, 
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RJIll) a mane to stnt the dal't and 
n),ghte, 
Hnd a chambir faire and br),ghte 

«Iithinne the castdle walle. 
j9'Che pa(mere thanltes that lad)' free, 
Hnd in hir courte thare thus duell),s he, 
Hnd thanltes Godofalle. 
f)e duellid there fulle man), a ),ere, 
'CiUe that he was bothe hate and fere, 
Hnd servede in that hauUe; 
f)e was mane bothe favre and heghe, 
HUe had wondir that hvm see, 
So st),lle he was withaUe. 
Hnd when Itn),ghtes went to put the 
stane, 
1.:wdve fote over tha),m ever),llte ane, 
f)e Iteste it als a baUe; 
'Cherefore at h)'m tha)' hade env)'; 
H tornament than did tha)' cr),e, 
1.:ha), thoghte to do h'ym quede, 
Hnd schames dede withaUe. 
'Chat dave the tournament solde be stede, 
1.:ha), horsede h)'m on ane olde croltede 
stede, 
Hnd )'itt forthoghte thame aUe. 
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fie over- Bot: by syrysambrace hade redyne 
comes ~ thurgh the fdde, 
them aU ~ 'Chere was none that undir schitde 

Durste mete his croltede stede, 
'Chat hene gafe h)'m sw)'llte a clowte, 
'Chat bothe his eghne stode one strowte; 
mde a sevene score garte he bledef 
Hnd some he Iteste into a slalte, 
'Chat bothe braste nelte and baltlte, 
Hnd man), flede for drede: 
'Che qwene hirsdfe at h),m faste loghe, 
Hnd sa),de,]\'1)' palm ere es st)'ffe enoghe, 
fie es wde worthi to fede f arJ'fO so it byfelle ones appone a 

da),e, 
'Che palmere wente to the wode 

to pla)'e, 
Hls it was are his Itynde; 
'Che palm ere sawe a neste one heghe, 
H rede clothe therinne he seghe 
Owte/wappande with the wynde; 
Hnd to the neste thane gane he wynne, 
fiis awene golde he sawe therinne, 
ftis mantiUe thare gane he fynde . 
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Witb (gbn( wb(nn( that b( saw( tb( 
gold(, 
'Cbat bis w),f( was for( solde, 
"is sorowe b),gane to mene. 11"6 golde unto bis cbambir be bare, 

Hnd b)'d it fulle pre\1al)' tbare, 
Hnd wepand( be went awa)'e; 

Hnd a)'e wbenne b( gunne tbe golde see, 
"e gr(tte fulle sare for bis lad)" 
Hnd to p)'ne tomes alle bis pta),ef 
So lange tbe palm ere tede that l)'ffe, 
'Chat with Itn),ghtes it wexe fulle r)'ffe, 
Hnd to the lad)' tba), gane it sa)'e. 

IIfJ'{P so it felle appone a dave, 
~ 'Cbe palmer( wmt to tbe wod( to 

pla),(, 
"is m)'rtbis for to m(n(; 
'Che Itn),ghtes bralte up his chambir dore, 
Hnd fande the golde right in the flore, 
Hnd bare it unto tb( qwene; 
Hnd als sone als scho saw it with s),ghte, 
In swon)'ng than felle that swete w),ghte, 
for scbo bad are it senef 
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'Che Scho Ityssede it, and sayde,FItlas f 
Queen 'Chis gotdeaught s),r'Ysambrace, 
aslts him )\1y torde was wonte to bene f 
whence 
the gotd 
came 

Df)H)'f scho to the knyghtes tolde, 
is fjowschowasforthatgotdesotde, 

Find hir torde was wondide sore; 
pSot faste whenne )'e the patmere see, 
Dose hyme swythe to spelte with me, 
Hftir hym me tanges fuUe sore. 
p'Che Itn),ghtes gane brynge hym to the 
hauUe, 
'Che tady gane hym to conceUe calle, 
Hnd fra),stes at h)'m there, 
mas thou evergentyUemane? 
mhare and howe that thou this gotde 
wanne? 
,fjis sorowe thane wexe the maref M1'Cf) dulefulle mode and herte 
. ~~ fuUe sare, 

fje gafe the lad)' ane ansuare, 
FInd one his Itnee hym sett; 
Find a fuUe nobiUe tate ther tiUe hir he 
to Ide, 
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PJVI), w),fe was for this golde solde, 
JVI),selfe was fulle sare bettf 
pHnd downe than Itnelide the lad)' 
b)'fore his face, 
Hnd sa),de, taelecome, ml' lorde sl'r 
ysambracef 
Pfulle grete jo),e scho hade in herte. 

II"H)'T € avtbir of otber were so 
fa),ne, 
'Chat thal' ml'ghte no lengere lal'ne, 

Sot to the Itnl'ghtes it tolde; 
'Chane crownnede he was with riche gl'fte, 
Hnd made hl'm Itl'nge, that are was 
Itn),ghte, 
O"er atle those Itn),ghttes bolde • 

• )'TO wbenne be was Iwnge and 
bare the crowne, 
f)e sent his sande fra towne to 

towne, 
'CiUe l'llte a rl'che cete, 
Hnd he gerte Itrl'e in borowes botde, 
Riche and po"re, bothe l'onge and olde, 
'Chat aUe solde crl'stende bee; 
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fie is de - fInd tha), that wolde noghte do swaa, 
fled by the l1e wolde thame bathe brynne and staa, 
heathen. Solde nothynge for thaire lyfe gaa, 

SUl1ere, golde, nor feef 

III RlCfje h)'nge was s),rYsambrace, 
In mare wdthe thane el1er he was 
Of haythene landes thare; 

Crystene tawes to l1epe in that tyde, 
San des he sente fuUe ferly w}'de 
'Co thame that haythene ware. 
aot tha)' turnede aUe title ane assent, 
'Chat schortly thereto thay ne wolde 
conscent, 
aot to a batdle fare. 
'Chay sa}'de, and tha}, m},ghte h}'m hent, 
'Chat he solde come to thaire perlement, 
lind there be bothe hangede and br},nt, 
lind aUe that with h}'m were. al DHye of batelle tbus was tber 

sett, 
( lind aUe the ha)'thene ther was 

mett 
Sirysambrace to slaa; 
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fete Sarazenes sembtede that t)'de, 
fra fete ferre costes to that batette tha)' 
ryde 
With Itn),ghtes man), and maa. 
Sir ysambrace was fulle of care, 
fie hade no mene with h)'m to fare, 
fiis meneawa)'e gane gaa: 
'Che Sarazenes fa)'tede h)'m at that nede, 
Be he was horsede one his stede 
'Cha), were alle flede h)'m fraa. 

gUt ysam brace ",as thane fulle ",aa, 
fje It)'ssede his lad)' and wotde 
furthegaa 

With sorow and hert fulle sare; 
H dotefulle worde than gunne he sa),e, 
p~owe, certis, tad)" hafe now gud da),e, 
for nowe and el'ermaref 
pH. f torde, scho sa),d, hetpe that 1 were 
d),ghte 
In arm ours, ats 1 were a Itn),ghte, 
Hnd with the wille 1 fare; 
Hnd God that made bothe see and lande, 
j\i)' saute 1 w)'te into th)' hande, 
for Iltepe to t)'ffe no maref 
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'Cheir II0~€ was the tad)' d),ghte 
sons are In armours, als thofe scho were 
restored a kn),ghte, 
to them Hnd had bothe spere and schelde; 

Hga),nes thr)'tt)' thowsandez and maa 
Come there nane bot tha)' twaa, 
~)'ne hundrethe sone hafe tha)' sta),ne1 
Hnd righte als tha), solde hafe takene bee, 
1:here come r),dande kn),ghttes three 
Hppone thre bestes w)'lde; 

,·One on a lebarde, another on a un),corne, 
Hnd one on a l),one he come b),forne, 
'Chat was thair eldeste childe 1 

II angeUs wede were tha), aUe clede, 
~.. HnangeUethametothebateUelede, 

1:hat semel)' was to sene: 
1:ha)' s(ewe the ha)'thene kn),ghttes swa, 
Hnd of the Sarazenes man), alswa, 
'Va twentt)' thowsandez and thre. 
Sir'V sam brace pra),ed the kn),ghtes swaa, 
(jam e with h),m that tha), walde gaa, 
Hnd be of his men),e; 
'Cha)' ansuerde, als the angeUe tham 
kende, 
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for the were we to the batdle sen de, 
'Ch},ne awenn e sonn es are wee f IIft:€ was sl'r,\?,sambrace weleand 
~ woo, 

Bot never }'itt als he was tho, 
One hnees than he h}'m sett; 
fje grett, and sa},de w}'th m},lde 
stevene, 
'Chanltede be the heghe It},ng of hevene, 
)\f}' bale thane hase he bettf 
pSirysambraceand that lad)' free 
K},ssed alle thaire childir three, 
Ilitane for jo},e tha)' grett; 
)\fare jo},e m),ghte never no mane see, 
'Chane men m},ghte one thame see, 
In arm es whenn e tha), were m ett. 

II R YC fj€ cete was there bes},de, 
FI. nd s)'r y sam brace b},fore gane 
r)'de 

fjis sonnes hame for to lede; 
Cham birs fan de tha}, faire and br},ghte, 
Rob}'s faire and red)' d},ghte, 
Hnd thare the), chaunged thaire wede; 

39 

Che), 
matte 
greatjo)' 



l1e ends Riche metis wantted thame nane, 
his da)'s ~owther of w)'lde nor of tame, 
in honour ~or no riche brede. 

f),,,e landis thus gunne tha), w)'nne 
Hnd stab),lde Cr),st)'ndome thame inne, 
In stor),es thus als we rede • 

• 

f0l,l,€ riche h),nge thane was 
s),r'Ysambrace, 
Hnd co"erde he hase aUe his 

m),scas, 
fte l)'tfes nowe fuUe richet)'; 
Ilhane of his sonnes he gafe a lande, 
Durste na mane aga)'ne thame stande, 
«lhare so that tha)' solde fare. 
'Cha), l)'tfede and d),ed with gud en tent, 
Hnd s)'throe aUe title he"ene tha), went, 
«lhenne that tha)' dede ware. 
pra),e we now to he"enes it),nge, 
l1e g)'tfe us aUe his dere bless),nge 
Nowe and e"ermaref 
Hmene. Hmene. 
€,;pticit S)'rysambrace. 



JII edited b)' f. S. ellis after the edition 
printed b),j. O. fjalliwell from the )\fS. in 
the J.,ibrar)' of J.,incoln Cathedral, with a 
few corrections. printed at the Kdmscott 
press, Upper )\fall, fjammersmith, in the 
Count)' of )\fiddles ex, and finished on the 
14th da)' ofjul)" 1897. 

Sold b)' the 1:rustees of the late William 
)\forris at the Kdmscott press. 
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